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services to people with mental illness and acting as trustee of the PLAN of California Master Pooled 
Trust. 
 
A former journalist, Steve was West Coast News/Los Angeles Bureau Chief of U.S. News and World 
Report and a correspondent for McGraw-Hill World News. 
 
Thomas Beltran, Esq. 
Volunteering with Proxy Parent Foundation, Tom Beltran is the attorney who drafted the PLAN of 
California Master Pooled Trust. Due to his extensive experience working within the disability 
community, Tom recognized how valuable a state-wide pooled trust would be for people who are 
disabled so that their assets could be used to enhance their quality of life while not impacting their 
eligibility for public benefits.  
 
Tom’s areas of legal practice include disability-related estate planning, balancing the special needs of 
parent and child, Medicaid, social security, Medi-Care Set Aside issues, probate and federal rights 
litigation. In the mid-1980s, Tom was part of a Congressional demonstration project, leading to 
codification of the SSI work incentives. More recently, he was part of a task force to revise California’s 
special needs trust law and prepared the initial draft of the amendments. 
 
Tom is also a master guitar builder, which served us well recently when Sergio’s (fictitious name of a 
beneficiary) Special Needs Trust bought Sergio a workbench. Bruce, his Proxy Parent Foundation 
Personal Support Specialist, and Sergio tried to put it together to no avail. The Board and Care 
maintenance man then had a go at it: still no assembled workbench. Tom visited Sergio on the 
weekend and made short work of it. Now that the workbench is assembled, Sergio can pursue his 
hobby.  
 
Tom is the brother of two siblings with disabilities.  
 
Our Advisors 
The Summa Group 
PLAN of California engages Oppenheimer & Co. Inc.’s, The Summa Group to manage the investment 
and reinvestment of the assets of the PLAN of California Master Pooled Trust. The firm has been 
providing financial services for over 120 years.   
 
Tyler Dritz acts as Advisor to the Proxy Parent Foundation Board of Directors, through its Business 
Committee, to provide a continuous investment program for each beneficiary’s subaccount within the 
Trust.  

Tyler joined The Summa Group in January 2005.  His responsibilities with 
them cover all aspects of investment policy, including overseeing the 
development and implementation of asset allocation strategies.  
 
Prior to joining Oppenheimer and The Summa Group, Tyler spent four years 
at Wilshire Associates Inc. working with and consulting clients, including 
public, corporate, endowment and foundation funds, where he was 
responsible for institutional investment manager research and manager 
selection.  
 
Tyler obtained his B.S. from California Polytechnic State University at San 
Luis Obispo. Tyler earned the Chartered Financial Analyst designation from 



the CFA Institute and is a member of the Los Angeles Society of Financial Analysts. He resides in 
Calabasas with his wife and two children. 
 

Oppenheimer Trust Co. 
Oppenheimer Trust Co. is retained by Proxy Parent Foundation, to administer the PLAN of California 
Master Pooled Trust. As Administrator, Oppenheimer Trust Co. reports to Proxy Parent Foundation and 
provides disbursements and accounting for each individual subaccount. It also prepares and delivers 
tax information and requisite regulatory filings. 
 
James Carley, President of Oppenheimer Trust Co., works directly with Proxy Parent Foundation and 
has over 30 years of experience and a deep understanding of Special Needs Trust administration. He 
began his career in the banking industry in 1972 and prior to joining Oppenheimer, he managed 
Webster Trust Company, a $1.3 billion Limited Purpose Trust Company. 
 
Oppenheimer Trust Company, a limited purpose bank, offers a complete line of trust services and 
operates in all 50 states. 
 
For more information, please visit our website at www.proxyparentfoundation.org. 
 
You may publish this article in your newsletter or on your web site as long as it is reprinted in its entirety and without 
modification except for formatting needs or grammar corrections. 
 


